Self-reported use of mammography among women aged > or = 40 years -- United States, 1989 and 1995.
In 1997, breast cancer will be diagnosed in an estimated 180,200 women, and 43,900 women will die from the disease (1). Early detection combined with timely and appropriate treatment can alter the progress of and reduce mortality from this disease (2). Effective screening procedures are available to detect breast cancer in its early stages. However, the benefits of breast cancer screening to reduce mortality in the population can be achieved only if screening guidelines are followed and a large proportion of women receive screening examinations regularly. To estimate the state-specific proportions of women aged > or =40 years who reported receiving a mammogram during the preceding 2 years, CDC analyzed data from the Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS) for 1989 and 1995. This report presents the findings, which indicate that, from 1989 to 1995, the percentage of women aged > or =40 years who reported receiving a mammogram during the preceding 2 years increased in all 39 states in the survey.